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May Virtual Meeting WVARA Repeaters (W6PIY) 
PackTennas by 52.580-MHz | 151.4 Hz 
George Zafiropoulos, KJ6VU 147.39+ MHz | 151.4Hz 
1.25 Meters | 223.96-MHz | 156.7 Hz 
Wednesday, May 13 441.35+ MHz | 88.5Hz 
Meeting Starts at 7pm 0.23 Meter | 1286.2-MHz | 100 Hz 

Virtual Meeting via Zoom, Club Net 
See Zoom Instructions Below WVARA's club net is on the W6PIY repeaters 


, ; each Tuesday at 8:30 pm. All repeaters are 
Due to the coronavirus, there willbe _|\inked together during the net. The net script 


no meeting at American Red Cross. can be found at www.wvara.org/net.html . 


Visitors Are Welcome! 


Zoom Meeting Instructions 


Join Zoom Meeting: 


https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/86292324465?pwd=Q3RxWGdaZnJOS3hyM2hzcXJ6ZVN5Zz09 
Meeting ID: 862 9232 4465 


Password: 505589 


Zoom Help Center - Joining a Meeting: 
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-How-Do-I-Join-A-Meeting- 


May 13 Meeting 
PackTennas by George Zafiropoulos, KJ6VU 


This month’s WVARA meeting will be held via Zoom at 7pm on Wednesday, May 13. 


George Zafiropoulos (KJ6VU) will give a virtual presentation on PackTennas -- lightweight, 
compact, portable HF antenna systems ideal for a simple, solo Field Day. George will tell us 
the story of these antennas, explain their design, and give tips on how to get the most from 
them. 


Field Day Status Update 
by Jim Peterson, K6El 


When our point-of-contact at Rancho San Antonio Open Space Preserve responded to 
WVARA’s Mora Hill permit request a couple months ago, she indicated that the district is 
holding-off on granting any permits until coronavirus concerns have abated. Not surprisingly, 
the Midpeninsula Open Space District has a total ban in-place on all permits. My hunch is 
that the odds of our club getting a permit for Mora Hill (even a last-minute approval in early/ 
mid June with social distance precautions included) is maybe one-in-five. 


With that in mind, WVARA has a couple potential Field Day scenarios: 


Plan A) If we get approval from Rancho’s management, we may go ahead with Mora Hill al- 
though this would be a smaller, scaled-back event with rigorous social distance precautions. 


Plan B) If we don’t get approval from Rancho’s management for a Mora Hill event, we will 
encourage WVARA members to operate Field Day from home using emergency power (class 
1E), mobile (class 1C), or maybe solo/portable from a backyard or an isolated remote location 
(class 1B). 
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LED Lighting RF noise 
by Kevin, KK6VF 


Just an FYI for anyone considering getting LED lights. As we have quite a few new hams in 
the club, | thought I’d send this out to save some headaches and head scratching. 


| just installed new LED lighting in my garage and | am now getting a noise floor of S5-7 on 
2 meters on the radio in my garage (Yaesu FT-1802, antenna is also in the garage about 6ft. 
from one of the lights). My other radios seem to be fine as their antennas are roof mounted. 


The lights | purchased from Home Depot are: 
Metalux ST2 (from Eaton). 
Two 4 ft. “tubes” totaling 4400 lumens. 


For myself, | can live with the increased noise floor as | understand the impact. | may increase 
the physical distance between the antenna and lights sometime in the future. Your mileage 
may vary. 


WVARA Net Check-ins (W6PIY) 
Tuesdays at 8:30 PM 


CallSign |Name | 04/07/20 04/14/20 04/21/20 04/28/20 05/05/20 
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2020 West Valley Amateur 
Radio Association Board 


President: Bill Fehring, W9KKN 
Vice President: Jim Peterson, K6EI 
Secretary: Mark Sayre, W6IA 
Treasurer: Russ Blahetka, WD9DD 
Past President: Bobby Barnett, KOXI 


Directors: 

Svend Jensen, KF6EMB, 2020 

Kevin Smith, KK6VF, 2019-2020 

Bill Ashby, N6FFC, 2020 

Chuck Kamas, AD6CL, 2020-2021 
Steve Sergeant, KC6ZKT, 2020-2021 
Dave Schultheis, WB6KHP, 2020-2021 


The Heterodyne is published monthly 
by the West Valley Amateur Radio 
Association and sent to all club mem- 
bers via the web. Please obtain per- 
mission from the author to re-publish 
any article in this publication. 
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Club Web Page: www.wvara.org 
Heterodyne Editor: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Internet Postmaster: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
LOTW Certificates: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Meeting Refreshments: Kevin Smith, 
KK6VF 

Repeater Trustee: Chuck Kamas, AD6CL 
Webmaster: Larry Goodwin, KG6ENF 


Speaker Committee: 
John Glass, NU6P 
Scott Emery, AD6RY 
Jim Peterson, K6El 
Jon Kelley, KBWV 
Phil Verinsky, W6PK 


Club address: 

West Valley Amateur Radio Assn 
P.O. Box 6544 

San Jose, CA 95150-6544 
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